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New or Little-known Elateridae (Coleoptera) from J apan, XLVI 
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6—4 Kistuneyama, Maigi-cho, Okazaki-shi, 444-3511 Japan 


Abstract A new species and a new subspecies of elaterid beetles are described 
from Japan and illustrated. They are Ampedus (Ampedus) kuriharai from the Tsushima 
Isls. off northern Kyushu and Homotechnes motschulskyi saitoui from Fukushima Prefec- 
ture, Honshu. 


In the present study I am going to describe a new species and a new subspecies of 
elaterid beetles from Japan. The holotypes of the new taxa to be described in this paper 
are preserved in the collection of the National Science Museum (Nat. Hist.), Tokyo. 

Before going further, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to Dr. Shun-Ichi 
UENO of the National Science Museum (Nat. Hist.), Tokyo, for his kindly reading the 
manuscript and giving me useful suggestions and Mr. Keiichi KURIHARA of Tokyo and 
Shuji Saito and Sy6z6 Kosayasui of Fukushima for their kindness in offering the 
specimens used in this study. 


Ampedus (Ampedus) kuriharai sp. nov. [Elaterinae] 
(Fig. 1 A-C) 


Female. Length 10 mm, width about 3 mm. Body robust, moderately elongate 
and normally convex above; surface shining, black except for basal two-thirds of elytra 
orange-yellow; antennae black and legs blackish brown (tarsi more or less dusky 
brown); vestiture black, semidecumbent, fine on elytra. 

Head gently convex between eyes; surface deeply, moderately densely and evenly 
punctate; clypeal margin well ridged over antennal insertions, more or less depressed 
and obtusely angulate at middle. Antenna rather short, not attaining to posterior angle 
of pronotum; basal segment robust and subovate, 2nd small and subglobose, 3rd sub- 
conical, about 1.6 times as long as 2nd, 4th about 1.5 times as long as 3rd, from 4th to 
10th clearly serrate. 

Pronotum trapezoidal, widest across posterior angles, with sides almost parallel in 
basal third, weakly rounded at middle, thence clearly convergent towards anterior an- 
gles; disc dome-like, with surface smooth, deeply and evenly punctate, the punctures 
sparser and smaller than those of head, without median longitudinal channel or smooth 
line at middle; posterior angles projected posteriad, each with a distinct carina above. 
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Fig. 1. Ampedus (Ampedus) kuriharai sp. nov.; A, holotype, female; B, same, some left antennal seg- 
ments; C, same, apical portion of elytra. 


Prosternal process weakly incurved just behind procoxal cavities and projected poste- 
riad. Scutellum lingulate, flattened and evenly punctate. 

Elytra about 2.5 times as long as their basal width, with sides almost parallel in 
basal halves, thence gradually convergent towards apices which are normally pointed; 
striae well defined, deeply and regularly punctate; intervals gently elevated, punctulate, 
irregularly and finely rugose. Legs slender, tarsi and claws simple. 

Male. Unknown. 

Distribution. Tsushima Isls. off northern Kyushu. 

Holotype: Ħ, Mitoshima-ché in the Tsushima Isls., 1-[V-1994, K. KURIHARA leg. 
(A mature larva was captured from decayed wood on 13-IX—1992 and the reared adult 
was found on I-IV—1994.) 

This new species is somewhat allied to Ampedus (Ampedus) elegantulus 
(SHONHERR, 1817) from the Far East Russia, but can be distinguished from the latter by 
the larger and stouter body, trapezoidal pronotum and more deeply and coarsely punc- 
tate-striae on the elytra. Also, somewhat resembles in general outline Ampedus 
(Pseudelater) niponicus (Lewis, 1894) from Japan, but can be distinguished from the 
latter by the shape of the 3rd segment of antennae (Fig. 1, B Î ) and the black patterns 
of apical portion of the elytra (Fig. 1, C). 
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Homotechnes motschulskyi saitoui subsp. nov. [Dendrometrinae] 
(Fig. 2 A-G) 


Male. Length 10-11 mm, width about 3.7-4mm. Body robust and oblong- 
ovate; black and shining except for some portions of anterior and posterior angles of 
pronotum, areas of prosterno-pleural sutures, prosternal lobe and 7th sternite of ab- 
domen more or less dusky brown; antennae blackish brown except for 2nd and 3rd seg- 
ments dull brown; vestiture fine and subdecumbent, blackish brown on dorsum, de- 
cumbent and pale yellow on ventral surfaces. 

This new subspecies can be distinguished from subsp. H. motschulskyi aizu 
KisHil, 1994 from the northern mountain areas of Tochigi Prefecture, but can be distin- 
guished from the latter by the subquadrate pronotum, with the disc of pronotum finely 
and sparsely punctate (Fig. 2, C). Hind angles of pronotum clearly projected posteriad, 
each with a distinct carina above along lateral margin (Fig. 2, ET). Elytral striae dis- 
tinctly grooved in basal area, with the intervals gently elevated, finely and irregularly 
rugose. Dorsal surface of male genitalia as illustrated (Fig. 2, F). Prosternal process in 





Fie. 2. Homotechnes motschulskyi saitoui subsp. nov., A, holotype, male; B, prosternal process, lateral 


aspect; C, pronotum, dorsal aspect; D, 2nd and 3rd segments of left antenna; E, right hind corner of 
pronotum; F, apical portion of aedeagus, dorsal aspect; G, head, dorso-lateral aspect. 
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lateral aspect (Fig. 2, B), the 2nd and 3rd segments of antenna (Fig. 2, D) and frons of 


head (Fig. 2, G) are also shown. 

Distribution. Fukushima Prefecture, Honshu. 

Holotype: 6, Yokokawa Rind6 in lisaka-ché, Fukushima City, Fukushima Prefec- 
ture, 8-VI-2003, S. SAITO leg. Paratypes: 1d, 299, same locality as for the holotype, 
11-V-2003, S. SaiTo leg. ; 16, 222, Moniwa, Surigami riverside in Fukushima City, 
Fukushima Prefecture, 8—XI—2001, S. KOBAYASHI leg. 


z i) 


KECK: ARBALAYVALYAOMM, XLVI. 
fe & aca LZ. 

Ampedus (Ampedus) kuriharai (J YY IVFAUAAY*) l4, BH JE HE — FEDS at BBO eit ESAT O 
KOA k V WOZ hE 199249 A 1S AIHREL CHA, 19944741 CIE 
WAKER Le. PEL 10mm C, AHE- yeb YRI 7 MIMIC DAT A A. (A.) ele- 
gantulus (LAWL TOAD, EROE SHO 5p Ai PEO RI Win Gb O AB GEO WK 
BEPHIEL TWAS. E£, ARIK < 44 TS A. (Pseudelater) niponicus (J Z702 Y +) 
IL >FHWL TOSS, AHO fi EAD bR E LTS. 

Homotechnes motsuchulskyi saitoui (J7 VVIVVEFAIAAY) l4, Hake TT AAT Oi I 
PRI FBLA HIRO tT CAM SKB OE CH A. —ARIGHEIL HAE E DEC 
SHAH. m. aizu (FA ALT YZE HTI YZ) (CHM L TWAS, RA TT AAP HEERE 
FOR ICHIEDAONKOC, COMMMML LTHRLA. 
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